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        Many of you have asked me to share some of my experiences on my recent trip to 
Israel, so here are some highlights. It was truly a relaxing trip; other than attending the 
ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎΣ L ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩs frayed tallit I wore all the time. The tallit 
was no longer kosher to use after I snagged and tore it a little. I should have buried it, as the 
law requires, but emotionally I was not ready to do it. I found a Halahic solution, thank God. 
          I had the good blessing of going to Jerusalem three times. Once I had enough time just 
to go and kiss it; second to pray with the Women of the Wall, and third to place the many 
prayer notes in the Wall and pray alone, with my new/old tallit and tefillin.  

 I went to the Dead Sea twice, with my childhood friend, Lea-Eylah, whom many of you know, and Chuck. We 
enjoyed the warm mineral pools that the hotels pump in from the sea, and got healing massages. I visited with Chuck 
and other childhood friends the stalactite and stalagmite cave about 15 miles south-west of Jerusalem; it was truly 
breath taking. 
 Visiting Shuk HaKarmel was a festive experience for all five senses. We were able to find anything and 
everything, from a hot freshly baked chocolate or puppy seed flaky role to aromatic fresh fruits and vegetables, fish, 
meat, flowers, mezuzzasΣ ǎƘƻŜǎΣ ōŀƎǎΣ ŎƭƻǘƘǎΣ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ƛǘŜƳǎΣ /5ΩǎΣ ŜǘŎΦ  
 Going to the Galilee and the Golan was also a magnificent experience. We stayed with my artist friend Dalit, 
whom many of you know too, who lives on the hill overlooking the Kinneret, the Sea of Galilee, truly a beautiful view. 
With her and her husband we drove around to the different burial sites of our holy teachers of the Gemara and the 
Talmud. I had the good blessing of saying kaddish at their grave sites. With another friend we visited a shofar factory, a 
first century synagogue, and several waterfalls that are totally dry in the summer, but were gushing water in winter. This 
January was considered to be the wettest January in Israel in 60 years.  
 A simple stroll in the old cobble stone streets of the kabbalistic city of Tzfat turned out to be a moment in life, I 
shall never forget. I happened to pick-ǳǇ ŀ ǇŀƳǇƘƭŜǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǊŀƘΩǎ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴΦ L ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǇƛŎƪ-
up the Chabad pamphlet. I happened to look at it that night and not on the plane back, as I do on many trips. I happened 
to read on the first page of that pamphlet the publicity on the up-coming events for that week. My eyes almost popped 
out of their socket when I read that the ORT school in Chabad village is planning to do a major reunion of all the years of 
ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜΦ aȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǎƪƛǇǇŜŘ ŀ ōŜŀǘΦ aȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ ¸ƛǊƳƛȅŀƘǳΣ ½έ[Σ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ 
held the position for 17 years, until we came to the US. The person that we had to call if we had any questions was one 
ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ wŀōōƛ aƻǎƘŜ !ŘǊŀŜŜΣ aŀȅ ƘŜ ƭƛǾŜ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ƭƛŦŜΦ 
 I made my phone call to Rabbi Moshe in the morning. He was truly very happy to talk to me. He still calls me, 
aƛǊŀΩƭŜΦ L ŀƳ ǎǘƛƭƭ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ aƛǊŀΩƭŜΣ ǿƘƻ used to come with my father to all the simhas his students had in Chabad village. 
I felt so loved and welcomed by Rabbi Moshe. He said that he is anxiously waiting to see me at the reunion in three days. 
L ǘƻƭŘ ƘƛƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƭƛƎƘǘ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ άǎƴŀƎέΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎ L ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ LǎǊŀŜƭ ŦƻǊ ƛǎΧ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ Řŀȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
ǊŜǳƴƛƻƴΧ L ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ I could possibly make both wonderful events is if he would start his Mishnah teaching on 
timŜΧ ƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ Řƻ Ƙƛǎ ōŜǎǘΦ 
 I went to the reunion all dressed-up as if I was going to a wedding. Rabbi Moshe sent his grandson to guide me 
to the synagogue where I met him, Rab Meir-Hen (another former student who used to bring me sweets for Shabbat to 
my basic training camp when I was in the army) and many others ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ wŀō aŜƛǊ-Hen (75years old) 
brought his picture album to share with everyone. Here we were all standing in the synagogue in front of the Holy Ark, 
with the picture ŀƭōǳƳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǊŀƘ ƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƻƴΦ aȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŜƭŘŜǊƭȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ Ƴŀƴȅ who are heads of 
yeshivas around Israel; one student was also the past assistant to the Minister of Religion. Everyone was telling me 
stories about my father, and what he meant to them, and how on many occasions he changed their life for the better. 
Tears were still running down my face as I walked into the wedding hall, thinking about this touching and miraculous 
reunion, that it all began with a simple pick-up of a pamphlet on the street of Tzfat, about 100 miles away from Chabad 
village.  
 May God continue to keep our hearts open so we may be able to see and realize our miracles when they happen 
to us. Amen.  
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A GREAT BIG thank you to Arva Rose and Estelle Fisher for their fabulous organization of our   
Tu-.Ω{ƘǾŀǘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦ {ŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǿŜŜƪǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƘŜȅ 
walked the grounds to look for potential space for planting, and then suggested us what plants 
we should plant. Our congregants brought the gifts of their hearts when they followed those 
directions and worked on Tu-.Ω{ƘǾŀǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ пΥол PM, to prepare the soil and plant the beautiful 
bushes and flowers. Estelle & Arva stayed the latest to finish their holy work of beautifying the 
mitzvah of Tu-.Ω{ƘǾŀǘ:  ά!Řƻƴŀƛ ƻǳǊ DƻŘ ǘƻƻƪ Ƴŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DŀǊŘŜƴ ƻŦ 9ŘŜƴ ǘƻ 
work it and take care of it.έ      ( Genesis 2:15) 
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